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I'M BACK IN CHiHa/iN 
THE SOUTHTHiS TIME, 


I (LEPiScoVEE WHAT I'P EOUGOTTeN'. THE SMELLS,THE NOiSE, THE CEOWPS,THE PiKT EVEE/plHEPE 
























I ORDER A COFFEE 
AT THE HOTEL 8AR 
11 - 50 ... 


On THe f iR$T NIORN'inG,! Hft'lETO &ET TO 
The Studio To meet the Director i'll 
ge Replacing. 


The Got a 
toothache ... 

T HOPE X 
WONT HANE 
TO GO TO ft 


I ASK FOP. A DOUBLE 
TO GET OMER THE 
JET LAG. 


after 8 months, the Director has PRetty 

f^DCH HAO iT. He Can’t WA'T TO CLEAR OUT. 


JeSuS |CCRR'i$T(^ 
I'NEDEEnTECUNM 
THEM FRONT THE 
START NOT TO nume 
The PuPit WHEN 
THEY DO 1 

kinks f 


And the > 
' NEW layouts 
from Canada ape 

TOTAL CRAP a 

















FoR A modern CiTf neat to HonEi KorG , 
SHENIHER HAS 'JERT few KunGuav CHiRESE— 


THERE'S no UNiNERS'irr OR CAFE FOR ME 

to meet tounG People interested 


people Come here To do business . after 

A PAS OR TWO OF MEETINGS,THEF HEAD 
BACR to hong KONG. 









luckily i brought a Piu 
OF &OOKS. 












ACROSS the WAX 
people Slave 
Through the 

NIGHT, SADAT 


VI AS HSASiNS 


WEEKS LATER,I REALIZE It'S THE HOTEL 
LAuNPRV SERVICE . _ 


HAVING A PAIR OF BOXERS 
WASHED COSTS AS MUCH AS A 
MEAL IN THE STREET- 


HOTEL FOOD iS MORE EXPENSIVE, OF COURSE, BUT VOU GET SERVICE (TOO MUCH FOR MV TASTE). 



• IIIIIJL * 


lN GENERAL,THE MORE WAITRESSES THERE ARE, THE CLASSiERTHE PLACE 


Like 

Stars In a 

MiCHELN 

Guide. 























On my why downtown to the bank, t notice a strange BuiLDiNG, Some ig Stories High with no 
windows, a large gray concrete Slab. Bizarre. 


DURiN& MY STAY, I LOOKED FORTHE STRANGE CUBE A FEW TiMES TO PHOTOGRAPH it, BUT 


I NENER FOUND IT AGAiN,,. iT HAD YANiSHED, 



Vpm 1 
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Id THE CiTY STREETS, CRiPfLES BeG 6T Knocking ftcrilftLW ' FftK ' N( > • THe( ^P , BEf W E 
THEiR FOREHEADS ON the GROUND. HiTYiNG m PMEMW, BUT WITH THEiR. LONG 


if THET WERE HiTTiNG THE GROUND,TOD'D HEAR 

Something*., but tou don't. 


OK ME THREE DATS To 
A STORE SEELING KiTCHEN 
kniteS So I Could cut my 
APPLES AT THE HOTEL. 


Shopping iS The main 

PASTiME HERE. iN PACT, 
IT'S THE ONLT PASTIME, 


Strangelt enough, all 

T0U SEE ARE BRAND 
NAMES, AND THEY'RE NOT 
CHEAPER HERE THAN 
ANTWHERE ELSE. 
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AT THE BANK 


STANDING iN 1/iNE iS NOT A CLEAR 

concept iN china. ieane A space and 

\T'S UKELY TO BE FilLED, 


the teller cups together 

WY PASSPORT, THE CASH AND A 
RECEIPT,.. AND BiNG/ 










aho imereti Grr m 

MOrtEY. 


RttT TO ME, a 
G iRL PUIXS BllHO- 
Ltsof Biu,$o«r 

Of HER BAG 1 . 


fop T HE OPEHvnG of AKENXUCKV fRiED CHiCKEN OUTLET,YOUSG UNIFORMED EMPLOYEES 00 A 
I',f T lE ppoMOTiONAE DANCE DUMBER THAT HAS A MiLiTARY fEEUOlT, 
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ANOTHER PLOY TO ATTRACT 

Cuents - loudspeakers . 


THAT EDITING,THE 
SWPio'S ANiMSfiON 
P'lRECTOR ANP HiS 
BROTHER iMX/iTE 
ME TO "THE HARP 

rock Cate for 
WESTERN FOOP. 


S ince they speak 
ENGLISH AS WELL AS 
r speak Chinese, 
We uSe OUR 
Pencils, 


WteRttlAfPito- 

"Ci-HANElVH" 


vonefce 
They want 
, To go 


* ” (AA- SEl 

■'VerY -ffAT'S HlL 1 * 1 ' 
•1 Bib" rtAHTE.L' 

iht middle f *7 

\ KiNGDOM J } 


frGGEfj. 
<YIAN CHiNA" 

' NO C 

^iGGE(L‘' 


THIS (OEM'S 

NoTKiNt 
•to f HEIO 


WHeRe 

THEY ME 
HEiJiNO 


Do Too u« I 

- id canton! V 

1 VowY UNWHSlONp- 

IT LOOKS L'KE A 

SOCCER. hall , NOT 
A CiTY. 


-NAPOUOH 'STA 5 Y. 
EVtRYBotY KN«WS 
H<(0 HERE, 


(C^AtiDTHU is 

Shenzhen■ 

_ ’’BoRsnG'' 


fHCr DON'T TOR&6T TO iNCUDP 
•TAIWAN CH'»NA. 




*n ATP A 
SHAPEW 












x treat m toothache 

WiTH DENTAL FLOSS LEFT 

BEWirtP RY THE last 
D iReCToR.. ANESSENTiALiT 
H0K1M AMERICAN PRACTiCE^ 

It should Wt me from 
repeats the last Tfti ps 
HARROWING ViSiT TO THE 
OENTiST. 


WANTiNG To GET IT OYER With AND FEEliNQ CONFIDENT, I 
FOLLOWED KY TRANSLATOR TO THE DENTAL CUNiC. 


I'd had the Great idea of 
Getting m wisdom teeth 
polled Since they were 
CROWDING THE Rest iN AN 
ONAESTHETiC WAT. 


SHE Disappeared into the crowd and Came 
OUT WiTH AN APPOINTMENT ON THE FIRST FLOOR, 


Tr was 

PACKED 









GuVS 

WANOERTNG 

around... 


BWOO-Soaked 
CoTTOM SWABS iN 
1K6QARBA6E ... 


EiUWGoWS 

And 

ELOORS..- 


ANOLD man 
MOANING iN 
PAiN... 


at the door, another crowd, onlookers were watching 


my Translator poshed me, 
and x found myself intront 

0T ONE OF THE STRANGEST 
STGHtSx'pever Seen, 


I MUST HARE BEEN WHITE AS A SHEET WHEN 1 
TURNED TO MY TRANSLATOR TO SAY-- ' 


/ WHY DON'T \ 
' WE COME BAlK LATER 1 
TM NOT FEELING 













Hfc'S IHRiU^DHE'SNEYEREKAMiNEP 
A FOREIGNER BEFORE USUALLY 
T THEY GO TO THE AMtRi C AN 

4 v H03’iTAL... -- , 

l WWBpit ? TffilU'S AN 


x did Go back, but at niQkt 
when there were fewer people 
AND WiTH A FRIEND WHO SPORE 

Perfect Chinese, 


Careful,orptell 
Kin i Jufr want 
CHECK-UP 


X PATD EORXME CttECRUP ON MYWMOUT, 


IN THE PROCESS,IDLEARNED 
THE CHINESE WORD FOR 
WiSDOM TOOTH AND THE 
MEANING OF MESiAUIATiON: 

the Natural forward 
MOUEMENT OF THETEETH. 


1HATS ALL I 

WANTED to hear, 

MkanksN 
V DOC! ) 


LATER, I SAW WORSE AT a 
MARKET-. A DENTIST WITH A 
PEDAL-OPERATED PRILE. 


I WOUND UP DOING OR With 


MY DENTAL FLOSS, I ONLY HAD 

A small Amount soi went 

EASY ON IT,,, 


KY THE END OF MY STAY, I WAS 

REEPiNG THE LAST LITTLE KITS iN 
MY POCKET SO THE CHAMBERMAIDS 
WOULDN'T THROW THEM OUT, 
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HAVf THE ANIMATORS ARE 
ASLEEP. I DON'T UNDER¬ 
STAND HOW THET canke 
S iNtt Wt'RE USORVW OMER- 

LOAVEO AND THE PEACE 

SHOULD 8E RUNNING fuel 
T icv ... 


I Srr RACK AND WAIT, reading SPiROU COMiCS 
THAT W EMPLOYER , WUiS-ANiMfliON, 

USED TO SEND To THE FORMER PiReCTOR. 
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ONE PAT, X SUPPEDirtTO -meXiRST EAlWf I CAME ACROSS. SINCE X COULD ALMOST MAKE WSELF 
UNDERSTOOD, I APOpTEO it TOR MOST OF MT STAS. 


MADE A SPECTACLE OF 
MVSELF FOR TRE OTHER 
DiNERS. 


Setting my okoeR Right 

iNTOLYED A TeDO STEPS 



















WHAT WOuLP 
YOU LiKE? 


THANKS 


HELLO 


THE t>iSH With THE EGG? 


enjoy 


THE USUAL 


EXACTLY. 


m SECOND try was better . 

I ASKED FOR the name of the 
P\SH IN WRiTiNG, 


IftREE TiWES A WEEK, SCRAP 
OF PAPER id HAND, 1 ATE TO 
Same o'iSH. Without having 
to Sat a vJom. 













3 2 - 
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I keep «Vr without 
Real ConVilTion. 
going m CiRcles in 
A hotel room, even iF 
ft iSiNCRiN A, DOESN'T 
SEEM LIKE THE RiN!) Of 
TRiP ANYBODY WOULD 
WANT To READ ABOUT. 


1TRY HOT to Feel 
Sorry for myself, 

EVEN AFTER I 
READ ABOUT 
JOEHEN'S TRIP TO 

neWyork. 


ROT SiNCE THERE'S NOTING 
ELSE TO DO, 1 WRITE 
A PAGE EVERY 
EVENING. 


l’MV FiiH M , IN# 

;oe®» cNiNftf wifH*ve*Y 


x* eaT CHi<K»HX»i*&S, 
LiSTCHiN6 wiLivl oa an® 
warcHiNb kun 6 ro 
vipeot. 
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in MT LIFE AS A M, YOUNG inGEMAR. PLAYS DOWN HiS BAD LUCK BY THINKING ABOUT LAlKA, THE DOG SENT 

On a one-way hdp into orbit, doomed to drift through space._ 



1 THINK ABOUT PEOPLE WHO ARE KIDNAPPED AND HELD CAPTiYE FOR NO REASON, NOT KNOWING 
Wen They'll be released, 



BEFORE LEANING, I HAD READ AN ACCOUNT BY CHRiSTOPHE ANDRE', WHO MANAGED TO ESCAPE TO An 
EMBASSY AFTER BEiNG HELD HOSTAGE IN CHECHNYA FOR III DAYS, HE SPOKE OF THE SATISFACTION 
OF HAVING REGAINED HlS FREEDOM ALONE, INSTEAD OF BEING TRADED EiKE A COMMODITY. 
SURELT THE BEST WAY OUT, PSYCHOLOGICALLY. 



is IT BEING in A COONTRT like CHiNA THAT’S GOT ME THiNKinG ABOUT FREEDOM? 
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MORNiN&S, WHEN THE FLOOR CLERK SEES ME LEAVE THE ROOM, SHE RONS AHEM) TO CALL THE 


RUT SHE KEEPS PRESSING until the ELEVATOR ARRIVES, SHE MUST THiNK Pure DETERMINATION 
Will MAKE iT COME FASTER. 
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COUNTRYSiDE 


UNLESS YOU'RE AH ILLEGAL OR GETTING PAID UNDER TRe TABLE, EACH STEP REOiUiRES A ViSA 

That'S hard to get, Seeing that just about everyone wants out. 


THE DESCENT TO HELL, ACCORDING TO DANTE : 


SAME THiNG, TRANSPOSED TO 


CHiNA •. 


TO THE NORTH TOR EXAMPLE, SHENZHEN iS SEALED OTE BY AN ELECTRIC EENCE GUARDED PAY 
AND NiGHT BY SOLDIERS iN WATCRTOWERS,.. I COOED StE THEM CLEARLY TROIA MY WiNDOW. 
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'into MiOKEOF NOWHERE,HUGE COMSFRuCTiON SiTES RiSE OUT Of THE GROUND...GiGftNTiC 
BU'lLDiN&S EiKE CONTENTION CENTERS, BUT WITHOUT A SuRROUNDiNG CtTY. 


m f iRST time through the 
ELECTR iC ZONE CAME TRANRS 

TO AN imitation from A 
STUDiO m CANTON. A KinD 

Of BOSiNESSTR'iPTOSEE 

A NEW JniDiO STAFFED 
MOSTLY BY THE BEST OF 
OUR OWN FORMER 
ANIMATORS. 


CONSTRUCTION-..EMPTY 
LOTS,.. CONST RUCfiON-,, 
iT GOES ONEORHOORS. 
NOT MUCH MORE DE¬ 
PRESSING THAN THE STRETCH 
OF Ri&WWAY BETWEEN 
MONTREAL AND QUEBEC 
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e*arr &ack home, it's trees empty uts...yrees. 
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THE HOTEL. MANAGER 
WELCOMES US BT 
PRESENTING HiS 
BuSiNESS CARP. 


ANOREttW 
THE SAME 

mi 


IN CH'iNA, CAWS ARE 
OFFEREP WITH BOTH 
HANDS... 


; THEN,'WRE expected 
'to SEEM iNTER- 
; ESTEP... 


HtWu.FASCiNKTiNG. 


THAT PAT, 1 TOUR 
THE ST 0 Pio(MUCR 
NiCER THAN THE 
ONE IN SHENZHEN), 
AM BROUGHT 
BACK TO THE HOTeC 
AND WANDER 


THERE'S A LOT 
TO See m 

canton- old 

MARKETS, 

PAGOPAS, 

MOSEUMS... 


4 1 
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MY TRANSLATOR MOST HAVE 
Bern mom WcRUnHME 
we EVEN TA6S ALON& To 
m SHiTTtR. 


AFTERWARD, 'd'S 
ATOUROF THE 
City With THE 
TRANSLATOR 
AND CHAUFFEUR. 


hurray) 
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wrirnRAitt- 
IATOR/in ft 
SHOWOFPASS'WE 
RESiSTAtttE, 
translates 

ONES A 
FRACTiON OF 

WHAt he 
MS. 


OUR WWW (I WASN'T TOU) HiS 
name) HAS AFACEMAOEFORTRE 
MOVIES. AN AS'iAH feOGART. 


AT THE 
MUSEUM, IT 
SOUNDS LIKE 
HE KNOWS 
UOIUMES 
A ROUT Mint 
\1ASES. 
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A tit 
Moge 
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AFTER THOT, THE 
TH0U6WT OF 

Going back to 

SHEN^EN is 
DEPRESSING. 


.THINGS SHOULD 
IMPROVE THE 
CLOSER TOO 
GET TO 
PARADiSE. 


SANS OANTE 


I just 

HoPETHEV 
oonT Serve 
instant 
CoffEt 

IN 

liM&O, 


CANTotftMKE, 
TOR EXAMPLE, 
TO MAKE IT JUST 
RIGHT, WHE 
GOT TO POUR ON 
THE SALT. 

AND itS 
GOOD' 


THERE, I 
TOST HAD 
AN 

EXCELLENT 
lAEEREND 
is CANTON, 


TO SEE 
OTHER SiDES 

















A WINfc MAN COMES UP AND 
WE TRY TO CONVERSE . 


FfoMmtRt 


BUSINESS 


PREtiCTABLY, he rands 
me His CARO AND iN- 
ViTES ME TO CAEE SO WE 
CAN MEET A&AitT, 


FACiNG THE DOOR,THE HOSTESS GWES A MILITARY 
SALUTE AS WE PUU. INTO THE STATION. 
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T HE BEEN UNDER $UR- 
VEilLftNte AIL ALONG! 


A CAMERA/ 


MUST BE THE KGB/ 


FEELING 
A BiT FED 
UP, I GNe 
THETHERMO¬ 
STAT A 
E'lTTlt KICK 




THERE IS HO CAMERA,,. 
AND BESIDES, THE KGB 
IS SOVIET,HOT CHINESE. 


Coni roe 


but i DiStom Something 
EESE THE TEMPERATURE 
CONTROL ON THE AC DOESN'T 
CONTROL ATHlNG. ITS TUST 
A PEASt'iC Dial heed in 
PEACE BT A SCREW. 
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Suddenly, The table n e*t to us catches Eire , 


TO FlflME 
CRAWLS 
Dangerously 
down THE 
RUBBER HOSE, 


LUCKiES, A HEROiC WATER TURN S 
OFF THE Gas iNTiME, WEDRiNK 
TO OUR BRUSH WiTR VEATH. 
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I PASS BT MANS ODD SHOPS 
ON MT WAT TO WORK. 


THERE ART A few 
THAT SELL SAFES 
AND INSTANT 

Soups 


WHICH SATS A LOT ABOUT THE CONCERNS OF TO ANERA&E CUSTOMER. 


thet're ace green with Lime 

DECORATIONS IN THE CORNERS, 
LUCKT EURE STYLE. 


TORE'S ALSO A 
SURREAL FASRiON 
ALLET. 




wr% 


■ m 



W Jm 

1 1 

IH 

P; 2 S 

: ■ » • « 

1 

* « ■ 1 ■ 


THE VENDORS DlSPEAT TOiR COVEECTiONS ON THE SAME TWO MANNEQUINS, ALL PLACED THE SAME WAT 
ONElTHERSiDEOFTHEiRSROPS.AR'NDOF MiLiTART FASHION PARADE, EOT STATIONARY 
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HASiCAU-Y, 

6\leRfTHiHG 
VEpeNPS on 
THE STORYBOARD. 

THE SETTER 
in DRAWN, 
THE SETTER 
THE BPiSODE... 



f.PMI- A, 


- TutTi TV UXt< PGfiwAXo 

i*JTo Po if, lXf\R.iN(* TO of: ? 
SC*£E*i • 

— PA <°Y Rvi (ZEJ>Tuat: to o ft iCZxCht, 



67 - RAO U SER ( tir ed and out of breatht(OFF): ; 
Oh, my aching bones... 



TO Cut AN APDi- 
TiONAL JOB, THE 
fROPUCTiONTEAM 

ASSIGNED layout 

TO THE CHiNESE. 


300 


ETON 


MMioH 


RESULT'• 

THERE TS HO LAYOUT TERM, 
INSTEAD, ANlTAATORS 
WORK FROM PHOTOCOPY 
ENLARGEMENTS OF 
STORYBOARD PANELS. 

WHiCH iS HiGHLY UNORTHOWX 

it) terms of PRopucriVrrr, 



when i Came to montpeluer in iW, t studios there employep animators. 


ten years later ; animators are virtually obsolete, ano layout has met the same fate. 
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Bike PASSeR-ST FLAG 


EVERVTHiN6 

INVOLVING move¬ 
ment TAKES 
ON ADDED 
$0&TIETV. 


WiTH PRACTiCE, AN ANIMATOR CAN EVEN MAKE TIME STAND Still FOR A MOMENT. 


















msmm, 


WITH SUB-CONTRACTiNG, 
ANIMATION QlUALVTY 
HAS TAKEN A HiT. 


MY JOB iS MORE A 
MATTER OF PATCHING A 

leaky Boat than 
actually Directing 
A TEAM OF 
ANIMATORS. 


mt Since tuiS is 

A IN SERIES, 
"iT'LLDO", AS 
THEY SAY. 


CHiNAHASTHE 
UNFORTUNATE RE¬ 
PUTATION OF BEiNG 
THEFiLTHiEST COUN¬ 
TRY ON EARTH- 



SPECTACULAR, BUT YOU 
GET USED TO iX„. iT 
BECOMES NORMAL ... 
EVEN THE SMELL THAT'S 

so repulsive at first 

TAKES ON SUBTLETiES 
THAT Y0O COME TO 
APPRECIATE, 



... MERY 

Colorful 

TWay. 


n 

T 


9 * 

j 


hM 

ill 
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back at the hotel, the 

PAY'S EVENTS INSPIRE A 
FEW THOUGHTS that I 

jot down before 
Going to bed. 


THiS SATURDAY MORNiNG, I HAVE A SUDDEN URGE TO GET ON MY BiKE, MAKE 
MY WAY THROUGH THE CiTY AND EXPLORE CHiNA'S COUNTRYSIDE... 
BASICALLY, THERE'S NOTHING aSE TO DO. 

jjjj | 

v jp h B>M| 

,,. ; • 




Wmw- 


merges with a highway, i turn around. 




Great weekend. 


6o 













4'Vfl 


FRANCE 




'U'tlMWS Of mUORU", ft THEME PARK OFFERING LOCALS ft 
CONDENSED TOUR OF the world. 


NEXT PAY, I YlSlTTHE COY'S 
ONLY TOURiST ATTRACTION 

wfth cheun, 


but 19 Tints except the 

SMALLER. EifFEL TOWER 


IV 




FT'S GOT ALE THE GREAT MONUMENTS. 


JONATHAN SWIFT WOOLO 
HAYE LiKEP THiS. 


IN AUSTRALIA, A GUY ASKS 
me tp pose for a picture 
With HiS WIFE. 


TKeGRANP CANYON (PLASTic). 
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mt companion seems 
VERT PROUP OP THE 
situation... 


Her husbahp teu.$ evert- 
OnE THAT I'M FRENCH. 


DEFiNlTELT THE HitHUGHT 
OF THE PAT,' 


X TElL H.M ABOUT MV RECENT ST AT THERE.WHEN 
I DESCRIBE CHINATOWN, HE’S RiVETEP, GASPING 
iN AMAZEMENT. 


IHERE'SADWELEDANCE 

performance in the 

AFRICA SECTION.1 HUREf 
OVER. AFRICANS ARE 
RARE IN CHiNA. 


s we near the Ceramic replica of 

IITTH SIDE MANHATTAN, MV GUIDE 
VENS UP... 

__ S --- 

/Z pyStAGWH ^ -(WiH 
( WWW CWfillR CfcUtt* 5S 


62 
















NE*T OOOR is ANOTHER THEME PARK, 

" SfUENViO CHiNft", VTtPiCfiTEO TO THE 

country's own marvels. 


WHEN ITH'iNK THAT > 
AU-X'VEBOTTOM iS 

Boy a ticket... ^ 

(^1 CAN GO WHERE 

V x t\Ke... . 


WE HARDLY EVER 
STOP TO NOTICE HOW 
WIMiNtLY FREE WE 
REftLlY ARE 


CHEUN HAS NEVER SET 
FOOT THERE, EVEN 
THOUGH TVUS iS HiS 
A’* TiME AT“WiNVOWS 
f THE WORLD" 
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ea ma» 


AT TO HOTEL, TO. 
DOORMAN'S ENGLiSH 
j'lS COMiNG ALONG. 


X TAKE ADVANTAGE OF HAYiNG NT GUIDE ALONG 
TO TftY A NEW RESTAURANT- 


60AT WNG W 
POim. A BiT 
RUBBERY... 


THOUSAND TEAR EGGS. 
UNAPPETttiN&lY GREEN 
BUT 

DELICIOUS. 



sueniuen is the fastest growing City In the world. 


WORKERS 
LABORING 
DAY AND 
NiGHT, 


SOME BUiLDiNGS GO 
UP AT THE RATE OF 
OHE FLOOR A 
PAY. 


CRANES AS FAR 
AS THE EYE 
CAN SEE,,, 


TUESDAY 


Sunday 
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A DETAIL iNTHE STREET REMINDS ME THAT CHRiSTMAS ISN'T FAR OFF,,. 


THAT DAI, GOiNG 

Mm market, 
i saw One of 

THE MOST 
iNCREDi&LE 

Sights of my 
TRiP„, 


AT rn MARKETS, GARBAGE iS THROWN INTO THE CENTER OF THE AiSLES. 

In the course of the day, passersby grind iT down underfoot 

UNTil iT GRADUALLY TURNS TO MuSH. 


IN CHINA, WREN A FiSH 
ISN'T FRESH, IT'S FLOATING 
BELEY HR. 
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THE STUDiO iS ON TOE 8™ FLOOR.THERE ftRETwO 
ELECTORS, ONE Of WUiCH iS ALWANS 6R0KEN, 
So iT OFTEN TftKESFOREUER... 


OtFORE LONG, THERE'S ft CROWD. I KNOW MOST Of 
TOE PEOPLE AND WORK WiTO THEM EVERV DRV, 

but without ft translator, we can't 

COMMUNICATE. 


TOE 1 * A COUPLE LiUiNC, 

A CLOSET-Si ZED APARTMENT 
OUT MEAT TO DRT. 


ON TOE 5 1 * FLOOR, THERE'S 
ANEMPTV SAFE,.. 
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start of 

EPiSODe 


COMMENTS 


KtViSiOKS 


LOOKS LIKE WE'YE 

Got a feu) 

PROBLEMS,.. 


Buter the knowledge we Get from traReung! 

TOE WORLD, MONOTONOUS AND MEAN TODAY, 
YESTERDAY,TOMORROW, ALWAYS, LETS US SEE OUR OWN 
IMAGE AN OASiS OF HORROR iN A DESERT OF BOREDOM, 


TWnGS are UnUSUAELY CALM. I F'lND AN OLD 
COPY OF ViiOOOKHUSSiN' iN WHiCK A 

iWTERious character recites a haunting 

POEM BY BAUPELAiRE,,, 


TOE PMJtCT Director I've IE- in m WttKS THR L HE .o 6WE ' ONE DAY HE'S GAOL, looking 
Friended TEU-S me he's GoinG NOBODY SEEMS TO WORRY ABOUT GRAiNED WITH LONG SCARS 
•|H FOR LUNG SUR6ERY... HiM„. _ _ I nuUT kicftf 


HE HAS GEEN LOOKING UNOERTOE 
WEATHER, POOR GOT,., 


WE SHOULD be wrapping up AN EPISODE today.THE FOLDERS ARE GETTING TATTERED, 


middle of 

EPISODE 


J YESSiRTOiS 
0HEU BE GREAT 
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I WAS EXPLAININGHM ANIMATOR 
THAT rrs PKYSiCALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO GET 
UP EMM A CHAiR THE WAY HE CREW ft. 


YOU HAYE TO LEAN FORWARD AND shift 
YOUR CENTER Of GRAYiTY TO STAND UP 
NORMALLY. 


HE DiD And,,. 


LATER, I REALIZED THAT 
He'D KNOCKED OYER mt 
COFFEE.,. 


I Wiped up. there was still some 
UNDER the Glass, SO T SLID iN SLOT¬ 
TING PAPER,THEN FORGOT AU ASOVT it 
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iNEVlTA&LY,MOLD DEVELOPED. X DIDN'T INTERFERE. 
DAY AFTER PAY,I ADMiRED THE CHANGING 
PATTERNS. 


WNCHTiME, I WAS 
EJETiNC. LAC40EREDDUCK 
WHEN A GiRL FROM ANI¬ 
MATION RAN iN,HANPEP 
ME A GiFT AND 

Disappeared. 


she Repeated the maneuver 
A SECOND TIME, PRORA&IY 
HOPiNG FOR FEWER 
REViSiOnS, 


when she saw that she wasn't 
GETTING ANYWHERE WITH RiG 
MACS; SHE TRIED PHOTO AL&OMS 
iNSTEAP. 


6iRL AND TREE 
GiRL AND FOONTAiN 
GiRL AND TEMPLE 
GiRL AND RESTAURANT 
GiRL AND PALACE 
GiRL AND CAR 
GiRL AND MOUNTAIN 
GiRL AND POOL 
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N060PY ELSE 
MATTERS... 


TRYiNG TO THINK 
FURTHER AHEAP 
iS USELESS. 


ESPECIALLY OUTS'lDEAS'FOoT 
RAPiOS. 


TTESTEOTHATONEA 
FEW TIMES. 


TO CROSS THE STREET: WA'n FOR A SMALL BREAK. IN 
THE FLOW AND INSERT A WHEEL ... 


TRAFFIC WilL MODE OUT AHEAP OF YOU IN AN EFFORT 
TO PUSH YOU BACK,., 


proceep with Determination,..the flow Will 
now mope out BeWno you ... 
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Before reaching the hotel, the street slopes gently for a half mile, you can let 
yourself go; nobody pedals. 


The viSuAL effect is Disturbing Since we're all stationary But moving Forward. 


x get the strange impression that the street itself i$ moving, its Like the world i$ 

SPiNNiNG UNDER OUR WHEELS WITHOUT MANAGING TO PULL US ALONG. 
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iF VOU'VEGOTA SOPERMOOEL AVOiPiNG 
JOURNALISTS as SHE. WALKS down 
THE STEPS OF THE OPERA, A SWISS 
WATCH OH HEmiST, ITS THE 
HONG KONG CHANNEL. 


IF TOO SEE SMlliNG 
WORKERS TALKING TO 
Journalists, it's the 
NATIONAL CHANNEL 


THE TV 
PiCKS UP 
TWO KiNOS 
OF CHANNELS 


HMM( IT'S CHAN- 
. GiNG COLOR... 


AHO Since HE REALU WAS 
SHORT, HE WORE HiS HAiR 
STRAIGHT UP FOR THE ERTRA 
HEiGHT, 


ONE GUT AT THE STUPiO WAS 
A LiViNG CARICATURE OF THE 
CHINESE STEREOTYPE, 

Glasses and all. 


ERASERHEAP STYLE, 
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IF YOU SEE SMILiNG 
WORKERS TALKING TO 
JOURNALISTS, IT’S THE 
NATIONAL CHANNEL 


iF YOU'yEGOTA SOPERMODEL WOlOiNG 
JOURNALISTS AS SHE WALKS DOWN 
THE STEPS Of THE OPERA, A SWISS 
watch ON HER WRiST, ITS THE 
HONGKONG CHANNEL. 


HPM'ITS CHAN- 


ONE GUY AT THE STUDiO WAS 
A LiViNG CARICATURE OF THE 
CHINESE STEREOTYPE, 
GLASSES AND ALL. 


AND SiNCE HE REALLY WAS 
SHORT, HE WORE HIS HAiR 
STRAIGHT UP FOR THE EKTRA 
HEIGHT, 


ERASERHEAD STYLE, 


THE VI 
PiCKS UP 
TWO KiNDS 
Of CHANNELS 
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TODAY'S THE DM. 
AFTER WORKJ'M 
GATHERING UP MY 
COURAGE TO iOiN 
THE LOCAL GOLD'S 
GTM,„ it'll GIVE 
ME SOMETHING 
TO 00 iN THE 
EVENINGS. 

Iht 


AT THE FRONT DESK,iT TAKES All OF FOUR 
GiRlS, LAUGHING HYSTERICALLY, TO GET ME 
SiGNEO UP. 


THE WEIGHT ROOM iS 
FULL OF PEOPLE, 
DAMN, I THOUGHT IT 
WOOIO HE OUiET. X 
DON'T HAVE A GLUE 
HOWTO USE THE 
EQUIPMENT, 

EVEN TROUGH 1PEUAL 
All OAV, X FALL JACK 

on the Hikes For 
CRED ifSiliTY. 


X GuY RUN¬ 
NING SHOES 
AND SWEAT¬ 
PANTS (TOO 
SMALL) 1HAT 
RIP WHEN I 
STEPOFfTHE 
EIRE, 


UlCfclYMY 
UNDERPANTS ARE 
AGOOT THE 
SAME COLOR 
SO NO ONE 
SHOULD 
NOTICE, 
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A Bit WiLD'ETEP, STARiNG INTENTLY AT A PLANT UP AHEAP THAT, AFTER A FEW 


long minutes, Seems td be bouncing up anp pown at the same pace as me , 
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x FiNV A TAIWANESE RESTAURANT BV THE GYM, UNUKE MOST PLACES HERE, IT DOESN'T 
HAVE THOSE BLOODCURDLING FLUORESCENT LAMPS; THE Li&KTiNG i$ SUBDUED. 



THE SERVICE lS 
EXCELLENT 
TOO, AND IT 
COMES WITH 
A SMILE. 


X MEET A LOCAL WHO SPEAKS AN APPROXIMATION OF 
EN&LiSH AND PREDICTABLY HANDS ME H'iS BUSiNESS CARD. 


H.S GERMAN, ON THE OTHER HAND, iS IMPECCABLE 
-THE PRODUCT Of YEARS Of STUDY - BUT HE 
HAS NEVER MET A NATIVE SPEAKER. 
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IT'S LiRE A R\OVi£ WHERE YOU HEAR THE 
PROTft&oMiST'S THOUGHTS m\|0'CE-OM.. 


I NOTiCE THAT 010 EGRESSIONS FROM RACK HOME NAME STARTED CROPPiNGUR,. 


THERE'S A 
SHIFT, AND 
I'M BOTH 
NARRATOR 
AND 

SPECTATOR. 


I ANALYZE AND 

Comment on 
TH iN&Sl See, 
KEPiNGUPTHE 
CONVERSATION 
Life Somebody's 
LISTENING. 
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THiS HAS NEVER 
HAPPENED TO ME 
ANYWHERE ELSE, 


SOMETIMES I CRACK 
MYSELF UP, 


IT MARES ME FEEL Lire TiME 
HAS STOPPED-- 


OR liRE TOE DAY 
keeps repeating 
itself. 


EVEN IF I LEAVE A 
MESS iNTHE MOR¬ 
NING, WHEN I 
COME BACK, 1ME 

Room is Just 
Lire it was before. 


Monday 

TUESDAY - 
WWNtSOAY 


THE WORST is WHEN MY 
JEANS COME BACK FROM TOE 
CLEANER'S WITH A CREASE, 


Y Time is n 

HMWLY MOVING 
. ASiTiS-y 













THi S WAY I CAN TRY NEW RESTAURANTS WITHOUT THE RiND 
OF NASH SURPRISE I HAD LAST Hi6 HT; 


i'ye Incited nw translator 
TOLIINCH AT A RESTAURANT 
1 NOTICED YESTERDAY, 


HOLD ON A 

Minute... I 

THOUGHT X 
ORDERED 
y FiSH? , 


Today i'm in for a Nice surprise : the place iS a kind of cafeteria with a coor for each 


SPECIALTY, AND I CAN ACNALLY SEE THE FOOD BEFORE EKTiNG \T, WONDERFUL! X COME BACR 

Often, and Soon the Coots all know me. 
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"-tonight" Sms mv translator, 

“ONE OF the ANIMATORS WANTS 
TO TAKE YOU our To CELEBRATE 
CHRiSTMAS." 


fiNE. ALL X 
HAD (TANNED 
WAS A WORK¬ 
OUT AT THE 


THOSE ARE POUCE SNAPSHOTS 
tou can see the criminals 

r^___THEYWE CAUGHT... 


UP AHEAD/ WE PASS BY A BILLBOARD INE 
ALWAYS WONDERED ABOUT. X ASK HER WHAT 
it SAYS, 


I DON'T SUITE GRASP WHAT CRIMES THEY COMMITTED (THEFT?TRAFFiCKlNG?) BUT X DO 



Milk. 1 gym,.. 


<;jP 



1 * 'u* 


wLL&k^i s 

^ 2 


UNDERSTAND THAT THE ONES MARKED WITH A RED CROSS HANE ALL BEEN EXECUTED. 
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tT'SSAiO THAT 


ACCORDING TO OFFI¬ 
CIAL SOURCES,THERE 
were an average 

OP Five CRIMINAL 
CONViCTiONS A DAT 
IN IW. m REAL 
NUMBERS AREPRO- 
BABLT MUCH H'iGHER. 
THE EXACT NUMBER 
Of EXECUTIONS iS A 
STATE SECRETiN CHiNA, 


sum* 


authorities are 
CTN iCAL ENOUGH 
TO CHARGE 
f AMiliES THE 
PR'iCE OF THE 
BUU-ET USEO 


EXECUTION 


AS PREDICTED, AN ANIMATOR 
INCITES NIETO SUPPER AT THE 
ENO OF THE OAT-. 


Pieces of cara - 

MOLI7EO 

Potato dipped 

In COLO WATER 
TO HftROEN 
AND CRACK 
THE STRANDS 
OF SUGAR 


iT WAS EXCELLENT. AFTER THE MEAL, WE WERE SUPPOSED TO STOP BT THE "ENGLSH CORNER"'. A 


DEEP -PRitO 
R'\6S(whH LOTS 
OF FAT), 


CPMMEftT 
Jh ASPiC 
SuwtP wan 

SPfCT 

PEAHUT 

SAuie. 


Place where i would be able to meet and tauc wWh locals < 
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you'd think some¬ 
body WOULD HAVEMEN- 
TlONtP IT 6EFORE. 


WE'RE OUt Of LUCK. IT'S SHOT. 
T WENT fcACK A FEW TIMES, 
But it WAS NEVER 
OPEN. 


WHAT NOW?TO END THE 
EVENING,I INVITE THEM 
TO THE HOTEL fOR A 
DRiNK, 


we're Going To have a or'ink. at mr. 
LiN THE ANIMATOR'S , INSTEAD — 


I E' 
THE) 








the TRANSLATOR HAD TO GO HOME, 
SO WE'RE ON OUR OWN,,. 


Our journey is nener-ending.we're In the 

OUTSORTS OF THE CiTt NOW.THERE ARE NO 
STREETLIGHTS...YOU CAN'T SEE MUCH. 
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THERE iS NO DECOR. THE HOSPITAL-GREEN WALLS ARE NEON-LiT. IT’S TOTALLY PARE 
EXCEPT FOR A HUGE LEATHER SOFA FACiNG AN EROALLT HUGE TELEViSioN THAT HE 


TURNS ON THE MOMENT WE WALK iN. 



ITS A PHOTOGRAPH OF A 
FRENCH-STVLE TABLE 

Setting, with little 
PLATES NESTED in 
B iGGER ONES, A 
PORCELAIN TUREEN, 

Silver Cutlers, etc. - 

ALL THINGS TOO NEVER 

SEE HERE... 

IT MUST SEEM EXOTIC 
TO HIM. 


A STRANGE POSTER is 
TALKED OVER THE TV. 


APPREHENSIVE, I TRY A SiP. MY STOMACH 
CRAMPS UP iMMEDiATELY. 
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A little Black anowhWe 
R-EPRODOCTiON IN Ai 
CATALOGUE is ALL HE HAS 
ON HiS FAMORVTE 
PAiNTeR ... 


Midway through the \iiPto,HE reauies 

THAT X WON'T SE PRiNRiNG HiS CofFEE, 


HE SHOWS ME 

Pictures he 

PA'iNTEP BACK 
WHEN HE 
TAUGHT Fine 
ARTS IN 
BEiJiNG. 


WE TALK PAiNTiNG, ANP 
HE TELUS Me ABOUT AN 

artist he really Ukes. 


TURNS OUT HE 
MEANS REMBRANDT, 
iBoi'm Chinese iT 
doesn't sound the sane. 
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With twRisrrvftS sett’ihg the mood,i 
tell him the story depicted m his 

FAVORITE PAiNTiNG. 


EVEN for a 
Fine arts 

PROFESSOR, 

FiNPiNG boors 
With full Color 
reproductions 
isn't easv, 


BEAUTIFUL BftTHSHEbA HAS JUST STEPPED OUT OF HER BATH AND RECEIVED A MESSAGE 

Summoning hertd ring David. her Gate is averted; she seems lost inthouGht, she 
looks sad because she senses Misfortune ahead,,, but no one can refuse a King. 



TO MARRY BATHSHEBA, PAV'D SENDS HER HUSBAND TO DTE IN BATTLE, AND TO PONiSHTHE KiNG, 
Yahweh Cause s their fIrst Child to Pie,,, that mares them even. 



94 










I WONDERED WHETHER THEY'D HAD SNOW &ACK HOME FOR CHRiSTMAS-I HOPED SO- 


CHRISTMAS iS ALWAYS NiCER WHEN iT SNOWS... 
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I CAN'T EVEN 
ANSWER BE¬ 
FORE SHE LETS 
HERSELF iN 


EVENiNGS,X ORAW.l HARE 
TO Fm\SH A STORY FOR 
LAPiN NR. 17,” 


its MUCH TOO 
THICK. I CAN 
HAROIT SftUEEZE 
IT OUT. 


• fKMCH COMICS ANTHOCOGC rUSLi SHED BT L'MSOCIATiON. 


THERE'S NO SUCH THING AS PRIVACY 


\N A CHINESE HOTEL ROOM 
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ONCE SHE CAME iNWH'tLEl 
WAS iN THE SHOWER. 


ANOTHER Ti ME,I CAME 
&ACR FOR SOME 
PAPERS I HAP FOR¬ 
GOTTEN, 


ITS URE 
THE WiRE 
ON MY 
CO PLAYER... 


IWOHOER WHAT SHE 
THOUGHT OF THE LATEST 
PORT iS HEAD CO. 


I FIGURED A MOUSE 
WAS RESPONSIBLE 

UNTil 1 REALIZED 
THAT THE MAiO HAP 
SiNGEO iT ON THE 
Li&HT &UL& WHILE 
CLEANING. 
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hear Shenzhen , 
There's Mown you 
can Genu w bus 

THAT'S SUPPOSED TO 
HAYE MANY FOREIGNERS, 


THiS SRIURDAY, I'M 
PETERMiNEDTOGO. 


I'D BEEN TOLD WHERE TO WAIT AND WHiCH 
BUS TO 


ON A SCRAf Of PAPER-. IAY DESTINATION iN CHINESE, 


PEOPLE SHIELD THEMSELYES 
Lire irs RADiOACtiYE 


ESPECIALLY 

iTHEGiRLS. 
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WHAT NOW?THERE'S NOTHiNGTODO BUT WORK OUT AT THE GW. I GO 
THROUGH THE MOTiONS, BUT MT HEART iSN'T IN IT: X CAN'T GET 
MOTIVATED. 


MAT BE I COULD PiCT ONE 
THAT NOBODT HAS ETERTHOOGHT 
Of DEVELOPING AND REAEU 
FOCUS ON iT„. 


AT LEAST 
XXL BE ABLE 

to commu¬ 
nicate 

THER.E- 


ONE THING'S 
SURE: I'M 
GOING TO 
HONG KONG 
NEAT WEEKEND. 


Allthis sophisticated 

EOUifMENT TO WORK UP A 
SWEAT IN MUSCLES I'LL 
NEVER USE fOR ANV- 
THiNGELSE. 
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THEY SHOUIP INVENT A MACHiNE THAT 
WORKS ONLY THE FUNNY BONE, 


I K.M0V1- THE FUNNY 
BONE'WITH A BiT OF 
EXERCi$E,iTMiGHT 
HURT LESS WHEN iT 
GETS BUMPEP. 


AFTER TRAINING 
HARP FOR A FEW 
WEEK.S, I COUtP 
SHOW OFF AT 
CAFES. 
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EVEN THOUGH HONG K0N& y S'lNCE REUNlFiCATiON, iS ONCE A&AiN PART OF THE MIDDLE 
KINGDOM,YOU RAVE TO GO THROUGH PASSPORT CONTROLS ON BOTH SiDES Of THE BORDER 


everything is clean, the Rios are hIp(they weartheir 
jeans Ure lucky uike),i can read all the ads onthe 

WALLS." IT'S REVERSE CULTURE SHOCK- 


TOD THEN CROSS A NO-MAN'S 
LAND BY TRAIN FOR OVER AN HOUR 
TO GET TO THE FiRST SUBWAY 
STATION iNTHE NEW 
TERRITORIES (NORTH 
OF HONGKONG), 


AND WONDER OF WONDERS, 
1 BLEND IN 
UNNOTlCEP ! 
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mm 


FEEL 

LUCE 

TiNTiH. 


H 0 H 6 K 0 N 6 is SOMETHING UHE A TRoPiCAL NEW YORK. THE PACE HERE REMiNOS IAE OF WESTERN 
CiTiES •THERE ARE CAF&,BOOKSHOPS, MNiE THEATRES, AU. KiNDS OF BOUTittOtS, A BOTANitAL GARDEN," 


AT THE MOVlES,YOU 

Choose your Seat... 


AT THE RECORD SHOP, I BUY A 
PASCAL COMELADE CD THAT'S 
PLATiHG. HE'S HUGE RERE... 


IN THE BOUTiOllES, 
EYEN THETL SHIRTS 
ARE TOO TiGHT... 


iN A BOOKSHOP, I FiND A SHERLOCK HOLMES 
ADVENTURE SET iN A KIND OF SiNO-LONDON. 
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there are many tourist 

ATTRACTIONS, 1DECIDE 
TO TAKE ARiDE ONTHE 
TRAM THAT GOES UP 
TO THE ISLAND'S PEAK, 


WE CUM6 
STEEPLY AT 
ALMOST *5°! 


* * 




T> 
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VW DOES Ml 
iMAGiNRT iON 
AIMIWS GET 
CARRIED MW, 
DREAMiNG UP 
posters 
when 
THINGS ARE 
NICE ANP 
QUIET ? 


BUT MM&EIM 

WRONG, AFTER 
AIL,,, 


lOS 















THE PERFECT 
PLACE TO BE 
PHOTOfcRAPHEP 


StrahGelt enough, he has His clients 
POSE A&A'iNST a blue backdrop. 


HE THEN USES A COMPUTER TO OUERLAT A 
PHOTO Of THE C'lTf, EHEH THOUGH it S 
RiGHT iN FRONT OFHiM, 
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AT THE SUMMIT, THERE'S AN ENTERTAINING 
FOUNTAIN THAT SPOUTS JETS OF WATER 
\H A REGULAR RHTTHM, 


ANIMATOR'S REFLEK: I TRT TO BREAK.DOWN 
THE MESMER'iIiNG MOVEMENT,WHiCH 
KEEPS REPEATING ITSELF,,, 


SORPRiSiNGLY, 

G'iNEH we force 

OF THE WATER, 
THE FIRST 
RET NEEDS 
TO BE 
LOCATED 
NEAR1HE 
TOP OF THE 
TRAJECTORY 


EYEN if TOU WATCH CARE¬ 
FULLY,YOU CAN'T SEE THE 
WATER EMERGE FROM THE HOLE, 
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ftprER ft night's sleep, i go down to the park next to the hotel.! find a bench near a 

MAGNifiCENT CENTUM-OLD BANT AN TREE AND START TO DRAW IT.., 


UP AHEAD,ON ANOTHER BENCH, ft MAN 
WITH A MIRROR USES NAIL CUPPERS 
TO SHANE THE FEW HAIRS ON HIS CHIN. 








ON HONG KONG 
iSLAND, tHt 
CONCEPT OF 

YiN and tang 

iS A PALPABLE 
GEOGRAPHIC 
FACT.., 


ONE Si PE IS FUIL-OUT URBAN WilH ITS SKYSCRAPERS; 
THE CITHER, TEN MiNUTES BY BUS, HAS BEACHES WiTH 
SAND TO OiG YOUR TOES INTO, 


IF I COULD JUST 
FORGET THAT I'M 
GOING BACK TO 
SHEN1HEN \N 
LESS THAN AN 

hour, i might 

EVEN BE ABLE 
TO RELAX. 
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ASRE&WES iT BACK., THE PEN 
SUPS AND FALLS, HE PiCKSiT 
UP ANV) HANDS iT TO ME, 


it LOOKED LIKE A SECOND, 
SMALLER THUMB, GRAFTED 

onto the first. 


COME TO THiNK OF iT, BACK HOME TOU'D SAT A 
CIUMST PERSON IS ALL THUMBS.., 









































I'M AFRAID 


FOR ONCE 1 GET A 
CHANCE TO TALK. ABOUT 
something other 

THAN ANIMATION... 


OF COURSE, HE 
RESPONDS BY 
LAUGHING 


iNCHiNA, LAUGHTER 
MASKS A VARIETY 
OF EMOTIONS THAT 
are Difficult 
FOR FOREIGNERS 
TO 'INTERPRET. 


„ 0F ■ 
^Communists. 


BUT THEN,I NEi)ER PRODDED, EITHER, GWEN 
their Situation, distrust seems perfectly 
JUST iFiED, 


THAT WAS THE ONLY POLiTiCAL 
STATEMENT 1 HEARD DURinG THE 
WHOLE OF MY STAY... 
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at the rate that we're going,! doubt 

WE LL BE ABLE 10 WRAP OP THE SERlES 
BEFORE I LEANE.,, 


I RUN INTO MR. UN AT THE HOT WATERPiSfEN- 
'SER AND G'PIE HiPI ABOORONREPIBRAHDT ! HAP 
BROIlMfT MtR FROM PIT WEEREND \N HONB R0N6 „. 


■ ll 

H 1 
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HE SEEMS NEiTHER SURPRISED 
NOR PLEASED, HE JUST SATS- 


NEXT DAT, HE 
REAPPEARS 
WVTH A BOOR 
OF SKETCHES 
FORME BT A 
CHiNESE ARTiST 
I HAD ADMiRED 
AT HiS PLACE, 


THAHkYou! 


AND GETS BACR TO WORK 


I ALSO GiTE AN ENGLISH 
NOTEL TO MY TRANSLATOR 


SHE NEYER MENTIONS 
\T AGAIN. 


Thunk You! 
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I DO SOME 
RANDOM 
TESTING, 


1 SPEND MOST Of MY EVENINGS READING, 
WORKING OUT AND WANDERING THROUGH 
SUPERMARKETS,., 


TRET RE A NEW PHENOMENON HERE AND 
VERT UIKURiOUS. I SHOP WITH THE 
EMERGING BOURGEOISIE, 


UNFORTUNATELY,THERE ARE 
TOO MANY WESTERN PRODUCTS, 


BESIDES WAUH'inG THE ADS ON LOCAL TV CHANNELS, IT'S 

The most exotic thing to do here . 


FOR A WHILE,! TOURED THE BOOK¬ 
SHOPS LOOKING EOR ART BOOKS.,. 
AND FOUND A EEW TREASURES 
THAT HOLD A SPECIAL PLACE 
ON MY SHELVES. 


"TOWN RWEUUnGS" 


w»ho CHi tun 
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this use of Clean Une was a BiG 
inspiration on w first trip to 

CHiNA...X EUEN DREW THE FiRST 
PAGES OF A BOOK I WANTED TO 
00 , 


MW,VERY NICE MOVEMENT,, 
TOO BAD YOU DON'T GET 
GRAPHICS LIKE THESE in 
ANIMATION,,, 


THE SENSE OF COMPOSITION 
iS AMAHnG!,„EVEN iF 
YOU CAN'T READ THE TEXT, 
YOU CAN FEEL THE 
PRESSURE WEIGHING ON 
THEGiRL, 


HAl DEN, MASTER AND MONK 11 
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but i couldn't find a publisher, soi 
LET it DROP. 



CHUN iNTiTES ME TO SPEND SRTURDAT WITH 
HiM AND Hi$ GiRlFRiEND, WHO STUDIES 
ENGLISH AT THE UNWERSiTT OF BE'lJiNG, 


AFTER THREE MONTHS OF 
BODTBUiLDlNG.MT STOMACH 
iSH'T ANT FLATTER,,. 


I MEANT TO GO BACK TO CANTONl 
Birr I'D RATHER ST AT HERE I 
AND MEET PEOPLE, JUST TO 
HATE A CHANCE TO TALK, 


ITS JUST FIRMER, 
THAT'S ALL. 


I REMEMBER THiS GUT FROM IRELAND 


I GUESS NO MATTER WHATTOU DO, SOME 
BELLIES ARE MADE TO LAST. 


HE 

HAD AN 
AMAXiNG 
GOT.' 
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HiS CLA'iM TO 
FAME WAS 
BEING ABLE 

to balance 

A PiNT OF 
GUINNESS 
ON His 
STOMACH, 
NO 

HANDS! 


ON A CHART, WE'D CHECK OFF 
EVERT BEER we took from 
THE RESERVES, 


AT MONTH'S END, THE 
ACCOUNTANT DEDUCTED THE 
TOTAL FROM OOR PATCHECK,,, 


HE LiT A BONFiRE OF AIL THE 
EPISODES HE HAD PRAWN,,. 


TALK ABOUT GERMAN- 
STTLE piSCiPL'mt.,, 
I'D NEVER SEEN A 
MORE CHAOTiC STUDIO, 
WE SWITCHED 
PRODUCERS THREE 


ONE DAT, AN ANIMATOR 
WHO DIDN'T GET ALONG 
WiTH MANAGEMENT 
CALLED OS ALL OUT iNTO 
THE PARKING LOT, 











LiKE ML FOREIGNERS iN SHENZHEN,TOM WANTS TO CARVE OUT HIS OWN 
NiCHE iN THE HUGECH'iNESe MARKET. HE'S iNTO E-COMMERCE AND THE 
iNTERNET,,, IF HE MANAGES, HE'LL MAKE A FORTUNE, 


iNTHiS NEW KLONDIKE, HiS WIFE AND KiDS iN 


WHILE HE PANS FOR GOLD 
CALIFORNIA KEEPiNTOUCH 6T E-MAiL 


SO iF TOO DON'T SPEAK CHiNESE,TOO 
DON'T UNDERSTAND ’EM... 

AND IF YOU DO SPEAK if,YOU 
STiLLDON'TUNDERSTAND'EM,,, , 


TOM SPEARS CHINESE, WHICH iS HANDY., 
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AT SOME PO'tHT, HE'STELLiNG ME WHY BiG 
MACS TASTE BETTER iH BiG CiTiES THAM 
|N SMALL TO WNS. 


TAKE CHICAGO 


BUT I CAN'T REMEMBER THE DETAILS 


TODAY,THERE ARE ONLY 
TWO DECENT SEQUENCES 
THE REST ARE BAD.- 


HEY, SOMEBODY TOOK 
OUT THE ROTTING 
PAPER f ROM UNDER 

the Glass- 


Some DAYS ARE liKETHAT, 


'PATHETiC BUT STiLL LOOKiNG DEFiANT"HA 
HA HA! iTS PAPYRUS MEETS BERGMAN' 
AND ALL THAT iN 50 IMAGES (ISECONDS) 
USiNG A Ci-FiELD FRAME. HA HA! 


BUNAL 




PiLOrOe PACI/0& 














X &ETACALL 
from PARiS, 
There are two 

EPiSOOES LEFT 
TO SuPER'JiSE, 

but mm 

MANAGE BY FAIL 
AND PHONE, X 
WON'T WANE TO 
EXTEND MY STAY! 


THOSE LAST TWO EPISODES 
ARE GOING TO BE HELL, 


iT'S UNDECORATED; THE WALLS ARE ALL WHITE, 
iN THE LWiNG ROOM, A HUGE BLACK, LEATHER 
SOFA FACES A TV VCR WiTH SPEAKERS, 











OUTSiDE, 
THE SUN iS 
SHiNiNG. 




HiS GiRlFRiEND OFFERS 
ME ft NECTftRiNE AND 
WE EM iN SilENCE, 
WftTCHiNG ft DOCUMEN- 
TftRT ft&OUT HURRICANES. 


THEN CHEUN SUGGESTS WE WATCH ft 
DVD WITH HiGHliGHTS OF MAGiC 
JOHNSON'S CARREER. 


WE CAN'T PLftY 
lONG.THESUN 
iS GOING DOWN. 


123 





















THEN BACK iNSiDE FOR MORE TV WlTH 
HiS MUTE GiRLFRilND. 


PEOPLE LOIN US AND WE HAVE A LiTTLE 
GAME. FOR THE FiRST TiME iN MT LiFE, 
I'M THE TALLEST PERSON ON THE COURT, 


LUCKILY, I 
MANAGE TO 
REDIRECT HiS 
PLANS BY 

Sating i 

WANT TO 
EAT FiSH. 


TO PLEASE ME, CHEUN 
WANTS TO TREAT ME TO 
WESTERN FOOD- STEAK, 
HAMBURGER,FRiES, ETC.,.. 


I'M iNViTED TO DELiVERTHE LAST RiTES. 
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VERT MWODiSiAC, 
CHEUN TELLS HE. 


IT DOESN'T LOOK APPET'ZiNG, 
BUT iT GOES DOWN, 


THE WAiTER RETURNS 

with two Glasses, 

THE FiRST HAS A 
BiT OF ALCOHOL 
Hi/-ED WiTH 
SNAKE BLOOD. 


* FRENCH EXPRESSION:"FAT LOT 
OF GOOD THAT'LL DO ME." 


CHEUN MASHES iT WiTH 
HIS SPOON. A GREEN 
UfiUiD LEAKS OUT, G'iVinG 

the contents a nice 

ABSiNTHE COLOR, 


A PiECE OF SNAKE 
ENTRAILS (THE 
BLADDER,! THiNK) 
iS FLOATING iN THE 

second Glass. 


THiS ONE is VERT good 
for the Circulation, 
I'M TOLD. 


THE TASTE,THOUGH, i$ REVOLTING. IT'S 
ONE OF THE FEW FOODS 1 DiDN'T 
ENJOT iN CHiNA. 




Il* i 


















AFTER THE MEAL,THET TAKE 
ME BACK TO THE HOTEL, 


HiS GiRLFRiENO HADN'T SAID 
A DOIEN WORDS ALL NiGHT. 


COLONIAL 
REFLEXES KiCK 
iN AND I THiNK: 
” WHERE'S THE 
DOORMAN? HE’S 
NOT DOiNG 
HiS JOB,,." 


IN THREE 
MONTHS, 
TVE NEVER 
TOUCHED 
THAT 
KNOB' 


ONE MORE WEEK.., 
itSTiMETO GO: 
I’M PiCKiNG 
UP BAD HABiTS. 


THAT NiGHT, 
WATCHING A 
FRESHLT PiRATED 
FiLM PLATiNG ON 
THE HOTEL'S CLOSED 
CiRCUiT TV, 1 

eat a whole 

BAG OF SOUR- 
TASTiNG SEEDS, 
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rrs THt LATEST JAMES BOND, 
THE FiLM WAS TAPED IN A 
MOViETHEATRE US'iNG ACAM- 

Corner,. iTtHi can see the heads 
OF THE PEOPLE in THE FRONT ROW 
AND HEAR THEM LAUGHiNG. 


AT ONE POiNT,THE CAMERA 
TilTS TO ONE SiDE, 


NERT DAY, MY LiPS 
ARE SWOLLEN AND 
MX TONGUE iS 
TiNGLiNG, 


I HAD KEPT MY OLD TICKET, I 
HAD CHECKED THE SCHEDULE. 

id even Come backto find 

THE WiCKET FOR THE TRAiN 
TO CANTON, 
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HE Gives 

ME VAGUE 
DiRECTiONS,,. 


There? 

snmitio HHEM? 
loWE LEfT? vintHi 

a: 


rW'S is ABSURD. AIL I WANTED 
HAS TO SPEND MY LAST WEEK¬ 
END m CANTON. 
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IN CANTON, I GET OUT AT THE 
TOUTH HOSTEL. 


GUANGLKOu HCTl 


its Got Single rooms 

THAT AREN'T EXPENSNE 


HE OFFERS TO JOIN ME SO 
VJE CAN 6ET TO KNOW 
EACH OTHER.I'M NOT 

Sure,., he speaks English 

Like a SPANISH COW ! 


THE HOSTEL IS LOCATES) iNTHE FORMER EUROPEAN ENCLAME. SET BACK FROM THE 
CiTf HUBBUB, IT'S THE PERFECT PLACE FOR A GUiET STROLL, 
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AFTER A WHiLE, my ATTENTION 
STRAYS AND I WATCH TWO WORKERS 
BEHIND MY TAUCATiYE COMPANION, 

unblocking Sewer drains 
With a bamboo StiCK, 


THE FOOD iS EXCELLENT. 


I Suddenly 
REALIZE 
THEY'RE NOT 
WORKERS AT all, 
BUT TWO COOKS 
FROM THE 
RESTAURANT. 

' / s # /If 

jA 
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HE OFFERS TO 
GiVE ME A 
1UUR OF THE 
CiTV. 


I SAT NO, POLITELY 

at First,.. 


But HE REFUSES TO GET THE 
MESSAGE, SO 1 MAKE 

myself Perfectly 
CLEAR... 


HE LEAVES ME 
FOR ANOTHER 
PASSING TOURiST. 


AFTER MUCH EFFORT, 

i manage to Grasp 

THAT HE'S STUDYING 
ENGLISH AND LOOKING 
FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO 
PRACTICE, 


AND YET HE HARDLY LISTENS TO 
WHAT I SAY, I'VE BEEN 
ANSWERING iN FRENCH 
FOR A WHiLE AND HE DOESN'T 
SEEM TO NOTICE. 

P 
0 
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PROPAGANDA? I CAN'T THiNK OF ANYTHING MORE INOFFENSIVE THAN A CANADIAN NUN, 


I LOOK (UNSUCCESSFULLY) BEHIND THE FRIENDSHIP STORE FOR A CHRiSTiAN CEMETERY, 
THE SUPPOSED BURIAL SiTE OF A NUMBER OF GiRLS KiLLEP BY CANApiAN NUNS. 




iN THE POBUCTOlLEYS.THE MOOD >S CONTEMPLATIVE, 


BY WAY OF AN ALTAR, 
THERE'S A SiNK. I 
CLEANSE MY HANDS, 
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MY 

DEAR 

brothers 


PREDICTABLY.THE 
CONVERSATION TURNS 
TO CANADA'S ONLY 
NATIONAL ISSUE '. 
CULTURAL IDENTITY 


I END THE DAY 
iN A BAR, 
DRiNKiNG 
TSiNGTAO 
With A 
TOURiST, 


HE'S AN ENGLISH CANADIAN WHO SPEAKS 
FRENCH WELL CA RARiTY ) AND 'iNSi STS 
ON DOiNG SO WITH ME. 


SiNCE HE SEEMS 
REASONABLE ENOUGH, 
I TELL HiM WHAT I 
REALLY THiNK. 


I BRiNG UP THE KYLLER 
NUNS TO CHANGE THE SUB¬ 
JECT, BUT HE KEEPS ON, 
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THE SOUTH iS OK, EVERTONE'S GLUEDTO THE 
BORDER. EAST AND WEST ARE FiNE TOO,,, 
RUT THE NORTH, NO ONE REALLY KNOWS 
WHERE iT ENDS! 


HUDSON BAT ? THE NORTH WEST TERRITORIES ? THE ARCTIC 

circle? Baffin island? after that,Its all icE.Tou 

CAN'T EVEN TELL iF THERE'S GROUND UNDERFOOT 1 


HOW CANANTONE 

expect to Know 
WHERETHET'RE 

Going in a countrt 

THAT HAS NO NORTH? 


IF TOO ASK ME, CANADA NEEPSTO 
REDRAW TTS NORTHERN BORDER SO 

people can situate themseltes, 
PSTCHOLOGiCALLT SPEAKING. 


the problem Doesn't 

EKiST ANTWHERE 

else„.france 

EVEN HAS AN ADMINI¬ 
STRATIVE REGION 
CALLED'THE NORTH", 
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if OKU THE 
STUPiO HAP BEEN 
'\N CANTON, 

MV STAV WOULD 
HAVE BEEN A 
WHOLE OTHER 
STORV. iVS A 
CiTYITHiNK 
X COULD HAVE 
GROWN 
ATTACHED TO, 


TODAY, THE BOSS iS 
iNViTiNGMEOUT 
TO LUNCH, HE'S 
LEAVING FOR1HE WEEK 
AND WANTS TO THANK 
ME FOR MV WORK. 


HE'S A TALL MAN, BUTTE ELEGANT. 
HE GETS ALONG WELL WiTH HiS 
EMPLOVEES EVEN THOUGH, TO HEAR 
Them TELL iT, HE'S A LOUSY 

manager. 


MIT HE MUST BE ENTERTAIN 
INC.PEOPLE LiSTENWHEN 
HE TALKS AND LAUGHTER 
RfCui ARIY ARTAKS OUT 


AND STRANGELY ENOUGH, 
I'M JUST ABOUT LAUGHING 

mvself, 


needless TO 
sav, i Don't 
understand 

A WORD,,, 

X CAN ONLV 
GRASPTHE 
FORM-THE 
RHTTHM, 
INTONATION, 
PAUSES, 
ETC,,, 


, 3 s 













ITS APU.MUR.ETO 
HEAR HiMTELLA 
STORY - THE RiSi N 6 
TtNSiON,THt 
PERFECTLY TiMED 
SiLENCE THAT LEAVES 
THE USTEnER 
HANGiNG and the 
PUNCH Uhe THAT 
DROPS CLEAN 


DESPITE THE 
MAJOR 

Differences 

WSEPARATE 
EAST AND WEST, 
X TONIC WE 
SHARE THE 
SAMENARRA- 
TiVETECHN'HUES 
WHENiT CONIES 
TO SPOKEN 
LANGUAGE. 


TO LEARN MORE ABOUT CHINESE HUMOR, I CONVINCE 
AN ANIMATOR TO TELL ME A JOKE - _ 


A 

WEALTHY 
MANDARIN THREW 
A PARTY AND 
BOASTED HEAT HE 
COULD GiVE HiS 
GUESTS 
EVERYTHING 

But the 
moon, 


and so the 
MANDARIN SAiD- 
"EVERYTHING BUT 
THE MOON AND 

v Firewood." ^ 


Suddenly a 
Servant came in 

TO SAY THERE WASN'T 
ENOUGH WOOD FOR 
^THE FlRE, V 
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the Goal i$ to See iF 

\DENTiCAL CONTEXTS PRO¬ 
DUCE iDENTiCALTHOUGHTS. 


PUSH THE SlMiLARl- 
TT TO THE EXTREME 
iN ORDER TO GET 
TWO DAYS THAT 
ARE PERFECT LY 
iDENTiCAL, 


ARTISTS WHO iNKTHElR 
OWN PENCilS KNOW THE 
FEEUNG- 


GOING OVER THE SAME LINES, 
THE SAME THOUGHTS 
RESURFACE, 


iN THE END, 
iT DOESN'T 
WORK— 


iT 

figures 

OH WELL. 
AT LEAST 
THAT 
MAKES 
ONE DAY 
LESS LEFT 
TO GO, 


THOUGHTS 
JUST AREN'T 
THAT EASY 
TO KEEP UN¬ 
DER CONTROL, 1 
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MORNiNGS, I WALK ALONG A STREET WHERE PEOPLE LAV OUTTHElR DIPLOMAS, 

waiting for Job offers. 


EVENINGS, THET'RE OFTEN REPLACED BV A BARBER WHO GiVES WORKERS FROM A 

Construction Site next door a trim, one after the other. 
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1 iNSiST ON GOING UP. IT'S STilL Ll&HT OUT 
AND AFTER ALL, THE MACHINES WORK ON 
MUSCLE POWER,.. 


IN THE LOCKER ROOM, I COME ACROSS 
A STRANGELY SHAPED OLDMAN, 


JUST LiKE A RiNG CAN DEFORM A 

finger with time, His belt seems 

TO HAVE DUG A HOLLOW INTO HiS 
WAiST OVERTHETEARS, 


I'M ON MV OWN, 
AND IT'S NOT 
UNPLEASANT. 
ESPECiALLV 
Since i don't 
HAVE TO LISTEN 
TO WHiTNEY 
HOUSTON TOWL 
THROUGH THE SPEA¬ 
KERS iN A NEVER- 
END'iNG WOP 


MAKES YOU WONDER IF 
WE ADJUST TO OUR 
CLOTHES MORE TRAN 
THEY DO TO US. 
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AND TO ADD TO THE MAGiC OF THlS UNFORGETTABLE MOMENT, I HEAR H'lM IN A ROOM 
NEXT DOOR, SlNGiNG A LiLTiNG SONG THAT SOUNDS LUCE iTS OUT OF A FAiRYTALE, 


night falls Slowly, and the gut who usually manages the juice bar sets out 

DOIENS OF C ANDLES IN THE GY M, _ 
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Taken out of context 

EVEN BOREDOM CAN 

probably Sublimate 

ITSELF A NO SEEM 
ENTERTAINING 


THE LAST OAT iS OUiET. 

there's not much to 
00 , 


AND LiKE EVERT FRiDAT, 
MY TRANSLATOR COMES 
TO ASK-. 


iN OUR LAST HALF HOUR 
TOGETHER, VIE GET TO 
KNOW EACH OTHER, 


IF I DRAW 
ALL THESE 
ANECDOTES 
ONE OAT, 
iT Will 
PROBABLY 
LOOK LiKE 
I HAD A 
GREAT TiME 
HERE, 
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1AISE FOR D'ONGYANG: A JOURNEY TO NORTH A 
Dclislel cloaks his talc with a compassionate cv 


horrors of this totalitarian Lost 
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window on the world." 
—THEGUARDIAN JUKI 
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